Buffalo & Erie County Historical Society Announces Grant from Oishei Foundation

Buffalo, NY - May 20, 2010 - The Buffalo and Erie County Historical Society (BECHS) is pleased to announce that it is a recent recipient of a grant from the John R. Oishei Foundation in the amount of $56,000. The funds are earmarked in part for a full-time registrar and in part toward preparation for the 2012 bicentennial anniversary of the War of 1812.
 
The Historical Society will upgrade the permanent exhibition in its Pioneer Gallery, where life in Buffalo in 1813 is depicted in an authentically recreated interior, complete with authentic furnishings and artifacts.
 
The Pioneer Gallery will be temporarily closed during the summer of 2010 to complete the upgrades. Improvements will include deeper interpretation, the addition of touch-screens, and refurbishing of existing artifacts.
 
The portion of the grant allocated towards a staff position has been used to hire Rebecca Justinger, who was appointed as the registrar. Justinger has been involved with BECHS since she was a student. She was employed part-time at the front desk while working toward her bachelor's degree at Canisius. She then received a masters degree in Public History/Museum Studies at Duquesne University in Pittsburgh, PA. Upon her return to Buffalo, she volunteered with BECHS in the Collections Department. Justinger, now a full-time employee of the Historical Society, has displayed a growing professionalism and commitment to the organization.
 
"We are honored that Oishei has selected the Historical Society to receive this grant," said BECHS Executive Director Cynthia A. Conides, Ph.D. "We strive for excellence in our staffing, our exhibits, our programs and our relationship with the community. This vote of confidence and influx of funds helps us do that. It further iterates the missions we share with Oishei for the region."
 
The John R. Oishei Foundation strives to be a catalyst for change to enhance economic vitality and the quality of life for the Buffalo Niagara region. The Foundation was established in 1940 by John R. Oishei, founder of Trico Products Corporation.
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