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For those wishing to get a head start on commemorating the bicentennial of the War of 1812, here are a few items that may be of interest. The list is by no means exhaustive—simply a starting point. 

For some old fashioned history with some stylistic panache, try:

Adams, Henry. History of the United States of America during the Administrations of Jefferson and Madison. 9 Vols. New York: Charles Scribner’s Sons, 1889-1891.

Lossing, Benson J. The Pictorial Field-Book of the War of 1812. New York: Harper & Brothers, 1869. also available on line at http://freepages.history.rootsweb.com/~wcarr1/Lossing2/Contents.html
Roosevelt, Theodore. The Naval War of 1812. Reprint edition. New York: Modern Library, 1999.
For background on Anglo-American relations after the American Revolution, two suggestions are:

Perkins, Bradford. Prologue to War: England and the United States, 1805-1812. 
Berkeley and Los Angeles: University of California Press, 1968.

Ritcheson, Charles R. Aftermath of Revolution: British Policy Toward the United States, 1783-1795. Dallas: Southern Methodist University Press, 1969.
The balance of the suggestions are either general histories of the War of 1812, or books about events and people in the Great Lakes/St. Lawrence regions.
Altoff, Gerard T. Amongst My Best Men: African Americans and the War of 1812. Put-in-Bay, OH: The Perry Group, 1996.

Altoff, Gerard T. Oliver Hazard Perry and the Battle of Lake Erie. Revised edition. Put-in-Bay, OH: The Perry Group, 1999.

Benn, Carl. The Iroquois in the War of 1812. Toronto: University of Toronto Press, 1998.
Berton, Pierre. Flames Across the Border, 1813-1814. Toronto: McLelland and Stewart, 1981.

Berton, Pierre. The Invasion of Canada, 1812-1813. Toronto: McLelland and Stewart, 1980.

Borneman, Walter R. 1812: The War that Forged a Nation. New York: HarperCollins, 2004.

Coles, Harry L. The War of 1812. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1965.

Collins, Gilbert. Guidebook to the Historic Sites of the War of 1812. 2nd Edition. Toronto: Dundurn Press, 2006.

Dale, Ronald J. The Invasion of Canada: The Battles of the War of 1812. Toronto: James Lorimer & Co., 2001.
Dillon, Richard. We Have Met the Enemy: Oliver Hazard Perry: Wilderness Commodore. New York: McGraw Hill, 1978.

Eisenhower, John S. D. Agent of Destiny: The Life and Times of General Winfield Scott. New York: Free Press, 1997.

Graves, Donald E. Field of Glory: The Battle of Crysler’s Farm, 1813. Toronto: Robin Brass Studio, 1999.
Graves, Donald E. Red Coats and Grey Jackets: The Battle of Chippawa, 1814. Toronto: Dundurn Press, 1994.
Graves, Donald E. Where Right and Glory Lead! The Battle of Lundy’s Lane, 1814. Toronto: Robin Brass Studio, 1997. (Originally published as The Battle of Lundy’s Lane: On the Niagara in 1814. Baltimore: Nautical and Aviation Publishing Company of America, 1993).
Hickey, Donald R. The War of 1812: A Forgotten Conflict. Champaign. Ill.: University of Illinois Press, 1989.

Hickey, Donald R. Don’t Give Up the Ship! Myths of the War of 1812. Champaign. Ill.: University of Illinois Press, 2006.

Malcomson, Robert. Lords of the Lake: The Naval War on Lake Ontario, 1812-1814. Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 1998.

Skaggs, David Curtis. Oliver Hazard Perry: Honor, Courage, and Patriotism in the Early U. S. Navy. Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 2006.

Skaggs, David Curtis and Gerard T. Altoff. A Signal Victory: The Lake Erie Campaign, 1812-1813. Annapolis: Naval Institute Press, 1997.
